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3. The path leaves the woods and crosses a field to the
lane. Turn right and, soon after, left up some stone
steps. Follow the hedge line through several fields until
you join another lane. Turn right.

To start the walk, turn right out of the car park over the
bridge and left at the Cricketers Arms. Head towards
the Lord Nelson and bear right up the hill.
1. Just above the church, look out for a footpath on the
left and follow its direction into the woods.

4. After approximately 1/3 mile (500m) bear right at the
second of two paths onto a green lane. This was
probably an old pack horse route on which goods such
as copper ore, stone and coal were transported to and
from Oakamoor.

2. Follow the waymarkers through the woods (straight
on at the first junction, fork right at the second and
right again at the top of the bank). Continue uphill
through the plantation to a stile. The narrow track
lined with huge Beech, Oak and Scots Pine suggests
that there was once a more natural woodland here.
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5. Follow the green road until you reach a squeeze stile
on the right. Cross into the field and stay close to the
wall until you reach open ground. This small heathy
area is a distinctive habitat of heather, bilberry and
grasses; quite a haven for birds, insects and reptiles.
On a spring day it is also possible to catch sight of
young foxes playing on the hillside.
6. Carry on down the bank, taking a right turn when
you reach the stoned trackway. Continue along the
track where there are splendid views of Cotton College.
This was built at the beginning of the eighteenth
century as a country manor, then used as a Roman
Catholic boys school between 1873 and 1987.
Look out for Cotton Dell Nature Reserve, this is
managed by Staffordshire Wildlife Trust and there is an
unsurfaced circular walk around the site.
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7. After passing a small cottage
on the left, the path bears right
up the bank into the woods.
This old road once linked
several isolated small holdings
between Garston and
Oakamoor but is
now only passable by foot.
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8. Look out for a gate on the
left which brings you to a
narrow walled section of the
track. This passes Orchard
Farm on the left and joins the
road which can be followed left
down to Oakamoor.
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Look out for the Lapwing
emblem on a yellow arrow
that marks the way.

