
 

STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 

LANDSCAPE, LOCAL GREEN SPACE AND HERITAGE IMPACT STUDY: ASSESSMENT 

OF ADDITIONAL SITES  

 

OCTOBER 2017



Wardell Armstrong 

Sir Henry Doulton House, Forge Lane, Etruria, Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 5BD, United Kingdom 

Telephone: +44 (0)1782 276 700   Facsimile: +44 (0)845 111 8888   www.wardell-armstrong.com 

 

 

 
 

Wardell Armstrong is the trading name of Wardell Armstrong LLP, Registered in England No. OC307138. 
 

Registered office: Sir Henry Doulton House, Forge Lane, Etruria, Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 5BD, United Kingdom 
 

UK Offices: Stoke-on-Trent, Birmingham, Cardiff, Carlisle, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Greater Manchester, Central Manchester 

London, Newcastle upon Tyne, Sheffield, Truro. International Offices: Almaty, Moscow 

ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY 

INFRASTRUCTURE AND UTILITIES 

LAND AND PROPERTY 

MINING AND MINERAL PROCESSING 

MINERAL ESTATES 

WASTE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

 

DATE ISSUED: OCTOBER 2017 

JOB NUMBER: ST16431 

REPORT NUMBER: 001  

VERSION: 

STATUS: 

V1.1 

FINAL 

 

STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 

LANDSCAPE, LOCAL GREEN SPACE AND HERITAGE IMPACT STUDY: ASSESSMENT OF 

ADDITIONAL SITES 

 

OCTOBER 2017 

 

 

 

This report has been prepared by Wardell Armstrong LLP with all reasonable skill, care and diligence, within the terms of the Contract 

with the Client.  The report is confidential to the Client and Wardell Armstrong LLP accepts no responsibility of whatever nature to third 

parties to whom this report may be made known. 

 

No part of this document may be reproduced without the prior written approval of Wardell Armstrong LLP. 

 



STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS DISTRICT COUNCIL 

LANDSCAPE, LOCAL GREEN SPACE AND HERITAGE IMPACT 

STUDY: ASSESSMENT OF ADDITIONAL SITES   

 

ST16431/FINAL 

OCTOBER 2017 

  

 

CONTENTS 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ............................................................................................................... 1 

1 INTRODUCTION .................................................................................................................. 2 

2 RESULTS.............................................................................................................................. 3 

2.1 Landscape .................................................................................................................... 3 

2.2 Heritage ....................................................................................................................... 4 

3 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS ......................................................................................... 6 

 

 

APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 Excerpt from Landscape, Local Green Space and Heritage Impact Study (August 

2016) – Methodology 

Appendix 2 Site Assessment Sheet 

 

DRAWINGS  

Map 1 Leek – Additional Site  

Map 2 Biddulph – Additional Sites  

 



STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS DISTRICT COUNCIL 

LANDSCAPE, LOCAL GREEN SPACE AND HERITAGE IMPACT 

STUDY: ASSESSMENT OF ADDITIONAL SITES   

 

ST16431/FINAL 

OCTOBER 2017 

 Page 1 

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

Staffordshire Moorlands District Council (SMDC) is currently in the process of preparing a 

Local Plan and in 2016 Wardell Armstrong LLP were instructed by SMDC to undertake a study 

assessing the Council’s preferred options development sites in relation to their landscape and 

heritage impact.  

 

Subsequently three additional potential development sites were identified by SMDC, and the 

potential landscape and heritage impacts of these sites has been assessed in accordance with 

the methodology used in the 2016 study.  

 

The results of this assessment are summarised below: 

• LE102 Bank Farm: The site is of medium landscape sensitivity. It is suitable for 

development in heritage terms (subject to further research in the form of a Heritage 

Statement). 

• BD104 Land Between Meadows Way and Tunstall Road, Biddulph: The site is of low 

landscape sensitivity. It is suitable for development in heritage terms. 

• BDNEW West of Biddulph Valley Way / East of Woodside Farm: The site is of high 

landscape sensitivity. It is suitable for development in heritage terms. 

 

This assessment and the 2016 study forms part of a wider evidence base to support SMDC’s 

Local Plan. Therefore, the conclusions will be weighed against other evidence when 

determining the overall suitability of a site for development.   
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1.1 Staffordshire Moorlands District Council (SMDC) is in the process of preparing a Local 

Plan to shape future development of the District up to 2031. The Preferred Options 

Local Plan for SMDC will identify site allocations to meet the District’s objectively 

assessed housing need (OAHN). A number of studies are being undertaken to 

determine which allocations should be taken forward in the Submission Local Plan.  

1.1.2 In 2016 Wardell Armstrong LLP were instructed by SMDC to undertake a study 

assessing the Council’s preferred options development sites in relation to their 

landscape and heritage impact1 (hereafter referred to as the 2016 study).  

1.1.3 This report should be read in conjunction with the 2016 study, which is available on 

SMDC’s website2.  

1.1.4 This current report assesses the landscape and heritage impact of three additional 

sites which have emerged through Local Plan consultation or other circumstances (e.g. 

have recently become available for development) by applying the same methodology 

of assessment that was used for the 2016 study. This methodology is included at 

Appendix 1, and an example of the site assessment sheets used is included at 

Appendix 2. The locations of the three additional sites are illustrated on Maps 1 and 2 

accompanying this report.   

1.1.5 The results of the survey of the additional sites are set out in the next section (Section 

2). Conclusions are provided at Section 3. 

1.1.6 The 2016 study forms part of a wider evidence base to support SMDC’s Local Plan. 

Therefore, the conclusions within the 2016 study and this report will be weighed 

against other evidence when determining the overall suitability of a site for 

development.  

 

  

                                                      

1 The 2016 study also included a review of SMDC’s Visual Open Space (VOS) designations, however this is not of 

relevance to the current report which relates to preferred options development sites only. 
2 https://www.staffsmoorlands.gov.uk/article/1367/Landscape-and-Green-Belt-studies 
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2 RESULTS  

2.1 Landscape 

2.1.1 Table 2.1 below details the results of the landscape assessment for the additional 

sites.  

TABLE 2.1 LANDSCAPE ASSESSMENT 

Ref Summary and Recommendations 

LE102 Bank Farm 

Site comprises a single field on the north-western edge of Leek, which slopes 

steeply up from the A523. The topography of the site could be a constraint to 

development. However, the site is enclosed by tree belts to the north-west and 

north-east, and industrial development to the south-east which reduces the 

visual prominence of the site. Cottages to the east of the site and surrounding 

vegetation contributes to the rural character of the site, however the adjacent 

A523 highway and industrial development detracts from this character. The site 

fits in well with the existing settlement form, and development within it would 

be viewed against the adjacent industrial development. Development within 

the site, with appropriate landscaping, could potentially screen existing views 

of industrial development on approach to Leek. Consideration should be given 

to limiting building height due to the rising topography of the site.  

Site is of medium landscape sensitivity. Site specific landscape mitigation 

measures could include restricted building heights. Topography within the site 

could be a constraint to development. 

 

BD104 Land Between Meadows Way and Tunstall Road, Biddulph 

Site comprises a sloping, triangular field bound on two sides by Meadows Way 

and Tunstall Road. The roundabout at the junction of these two roads is located 

immediately south of the site. The site is generally enclosed by vegetation, 

reducing its visual prominence. The adjacent settlement edge to the north is 

formed by Beehive Farm, and is not well defined. Development within the site 

(particularly in combination with development of the land to the north, 

surrounding Beehive Farm) could strengthen the settlement edge.  

Site is of low landscape sensitivity.  

 

BDNEW West of Biddulph Valley Way / East of Woodside Farm 

Large site on western edge of Biddulph comprising agricultural land, enclosed 

by Wharf Road to the north. The south-western boundary of the site is not well 

defined, generally formed by fencing and hedgerows on irregular field 

boundaries. The site is located beyond the dismantled railway, which currently 

forms a strong, vegetated settlement edge and limit to development. The site 

is inter-visible with the Green Belt to the west. Development within the site 

would encroach on the surrounding countryside, and would adversely affect 

the existing settlement edge. Development of the site could potentially 
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compromise the surrounding sensitive countryside, as there would be no clear 

limit to development beyond the site.   

Site is of high landscape sensitivity.  

Please note that this study forms part of the wider evidence base to support 

SMDC’s Local Plan. Therefore the conclusions within this report will be 

weighed against other evidence when determining the overall suitability of a 

site for development.  

 

 

2.2 Heritage 

2.2.1 Table 2.2 below details the results of the heritage assessment for the additional sites.  

TABLE 2.2 HERITAGE ASSESSMENT 

Ref Summary and Recommendations 

LE102 Bank Farm 

There is one Grade II Listed Building within the 400m buffer. The visual 

prominence of the site was reduced by surrounding development and 

vegetation. Development would be highly unlikely to adversely affect the 

setting of the designated asset due to the intervening topography and 

vegetation. The site is located within the refined non-designated HLC Historic 

Parks and Gardens associated with the non-designated Highfield Hall. As such, 

a Heritage Statement should be submitted as part of any proposals if the site 

was to be assessed for development (Historic Environment Character 

Assessment 2010). This should include an assessment of the significance of 

Highfield Hall and its associated landscape elements, the contribution that 

setting makes, the potential level of impact from development (if any), and 

possible opportunities for enhancement. 

Site suitable for development in heritage terms subject to further research in 

the form of a Heritage Statement. 

 

BD104 Land Between Meadows Way and Tunstall Road, Biddulph 

There are seven Grade II Listed Buildings within the 400m buffer. Vegetation 

along the southern boundary of the site screens views of the church tower from 

the site. Due to the large road junction and intervening buildings, development 

would be unlikely to cause high adverse effects to the settings of the designated 

assets. Development in the site would change a small element of the HLC zone 

BBHECZ 3, although for the most part, it would remain unaltered (Historic 

Environment Character Assessment 2010). 

Site suitable for development in heritage terms. 

 

BDNEW West of Biddulph Valley Way / East of Woodside Farm 

There are six Grade II Listed Buildings within the 400m buffer. The Grade II 

Listed Mow Cop Castle was visible from the site, located approximately 1.8km 

west. Due to the intervening buildings and vegetation, development would not 
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adversely impact upon the settings of the assets. From Mow Cop Castle, 

development in the site would be viewed against a backdrop of existing 

development and would not impact upon its setting.  

The HER records the site of a colliery within the site boundary, which may be 

physically impacted upon by development (PRN 51705). The northern part of 

the site is set within the HLC zone BBHECZ 2 (Historic Environment Character 

Assessment 2010). The particular HLC type is least susceptible and 

development would not alter the character of the zone significantly. The 

southern part of the site is within the HLC zone BBHECZ 3 (Historic Environment 

Character Assessment 2010). Development in the site would change an element 

of the HLC zone BBHECZ 3 (Historic Environment Character Assessment 2010). 

However, with sensitive design, this could be mitigated. 

Site is suitable for development in heritage terms. 
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3 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS  

3.1.1 The potential landscape and heritage impacts of three additional sites within 

Staffordshire Moorlands have been assessed in accordance with the methodology 

used within the 2016 study. A summary of the results is set out below.  

LE102 Bank Farm 

3.1.2 The site is of medium landscape sensitivity. Landscape mitigation measures could 

include restricted building heights. The site is suitable for development in heritage 

terms subject to further research in the form of a Heritage Statement. 

BD104 Land Between Meadows Way and Tunstall Road, Biddulph 

3.1.3 The site is of low landscape sensitivity and is suitable for development in heritage 

terms. 

BDNEW West of Biddulph Valley Way / East of Woodside Farm 

3.1.4 The site is of high landscape sensitivity. However please note that this study forms 

part of the wider evidence base to support SMDC’s Local Plan. Therefore the 

conclusions within this report will be weighed against other evidence when 

determining the overall suitability of a site for development. The site is suitable for 

development in heritage terms. 
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Appendix 1 

Excerpt from Landscape, Local Green Space and Heritage Impact Study  

(August 2016) – Methodology 
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Landscape and Heritage Impact Assessment 
 
Site Assessment Sheet 
 

DATE SURVEYED:  
 
SITE NAME: 
 
SITE REFERENCES:          
 
SETTLEMENT: 
 
SMDC CATEGORY:  
 
 
CHARACTER AREAS 
 
National Character Area: 
 
 
Landscape Character Type:  
 
 
EXISTING LANDSCAPE DESIGNATIONS 

Located in               Adjacent to             Visible from 
National Park: 
 
 
Green Belt: 
 
TOPOGRAPHY 
 
Flat:    Sloping:      Undulating: 
 
Brief description of site and surrounding area: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N/A 
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FLOOD RISK 
 
Area within Zone 3:     Zone 2:   Zone 1: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LANDSCAPE AND VEGETATION STRUCTURE 
 
Landscape Structure:   
 
Open:           Semi enclosed:       Enclosed: 
 
Field pattern: 
 
N/A:     Regular:    Irregular:  
 
Small:     Medium:          Large: 
 
Enclosure materials:  
 
Fencing:          Hedgerows:        Hedgerows 
             With trees: 
Dry Stone     
Walls:    Other: 
 
Hedgerow condition:   
 
Managed:   Unmanaged:                Gappy: 
 
Hedgerow trees/tree belts (condition): Good:      Poor: 
 
Woodland adjacent to site:      Yes:          No: 
 
 
 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Comments: 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

Comments: 
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Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs): 
 
TPO Ref No:    In site:        Adjacent to site:  
 
 
 
 
CURRENT LAND USE/HABITATS WITHIN THE SITE                                          

Previously developed:  Bracken/Scrub:  

Unimproved grassland:  Woodland:  

Semi-improved grassland:  Arable:  

Improved grassland:  Marshland:  

Ruderal grassland:  Allotments:  

Horticulture:  Landfill:  

Quarrying/Mineral working:    

Amenity:- 

Playing fields:  Informal Open Space:  

Historic Parks and Gardens:    

Other:-  

In    Adjacent 
Public footpaths / Bridleways:   
 
National Trails / Bridleways: 
 
BIODIVERSITY 
Statutory Designations:  SPA:   SAC:   SSSI: 
  
    NNR:   LNR: 
 
Ancient woodland on or adjacent to site:  Yes:      No: 
       
Site of Biological Interest:              On:       Adjacent to: 
 
Biological Alert Site:               On:       Adjacent to: 
 
Presence of water bodies on, or adjacent to the site: 
 
On site:   Adjacent to site:              No: 
  
 
 
 
 

Comments:  

   

  

  

Comments: 
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SITE CONTEXT 
 
Does the site affect the setting of The National Park?    
 
Yes:     No:       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adjoining settlement edge: 
 
Well defined Edge:        Weakly defined Edge: 
 
    Vegetated Edge:              Urbanised Edge: 
 
 
Adjacent building type: 
 
Residential:           Commercial/Industrial:               Agricultural:  
 
Other: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Adjacent building density: 
 
High:             Medium:        Low: 
 
 
Visual prominence of site: 
 
High:              Medium:                     Low: 
 
 
Would development contribute to visual coalescence of settlements/existing 
centres?   
        Yes:           No: 
 
 
Potential for improvement of settlement edge: 
                  

   Yes:            No:

  

  

   

  

Comments: 
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CONSERVATION AREAS 
 
Within Site   Adjacent to Site  Visible from Site 

Could development potentially affect its/ their setting?  

 LISTED BUILDINGS 
GRADE I 
Within Site   Adjacent to Site  Visible from Site 

Could development potentially affect its/ their setting?  

 
GRADE II* 
Within Site   Adjacent to Site  Visible from Site  

Could development potentially affect its/ their setting?  

 
GRADE II 
Within Site   Adjacent to Site  Visible from Site 

Could development potentially affect its/ their setting? 

 

Designated heritage assets and settings (within 400m) 
Is Site Assessed In The Staffordshire Moorlands ‘Historic Environment Character 
Assessment’ (2010)? 
 
YES (See Section A)  NO (See Section B)  
 
SECTION A 
Site within HECZ:  
“High” Values Identified 
Evidential  Historical  Aesthetic  Communal 
 
“Medium” Values Identified 
Evidential  Historical  Aesthetic  Communal 
 

 
SECTION B 
Site within HLC Character Type/s: 

SECTION C 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS  

•   

•   

•   

•   
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TRAFFIC LIGHT RED  ORANGE  GREEN 

SCHEDULED MONUMENTS  
Within Site   Adjacent to Site  Visible from Site 
 

 

Could development potentially affect its/ their setting?  

 

HISTORIC PARKS AND GARDENS 
Within Site   Adjacent to Site  Visible from Site 
 

 

Could development potentially affect its/ their setting?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
State How to Maximise Enhancement 

 

 

State How Harm Could Be Minimised/ Avoided  
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SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Summary and Recommendations, including Mitigation: 
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DRAWINGS 
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