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Staffordshire Moorlands District Council values the contribution of Individual Artists in enhancing the quality of life and the cultural distinctiveness of the Moorlands.   

Strand 1. Sharing Arts Skills Fund.

Strand 2. Creative Personal Development Fund.

Both strands are aimed to encourage individual artists to develop their practice, either through community arts work or on a personal creative basis.

Applicants can apply for Arts Grants for Individuals once during one 

financial year. The maximum amount of funding you can receive

 through this grant scheme is a total of  £300 per year.
There will be some projects that are not suitable for this funding, 

so, before you read any further, let’s be clear about what we can not fund. 

· Projects or activities which have already taken place.

· Initiatives organised solely for fund-raising or charitable purposes.

· Artist fees in schools and colleges.

· Artist fees for projects with local community groups, (In these circumstances the community group is advised to seek funding for the artist fees - through the SMDC Arts Forum Grants for Groups, other community funding schemes.) 

· Loss of earnings

· Hire of District Council facilities

· Applications from applicants who have received the maximum amount of Arts Grants For Individuals funding by the District Council in the same financial year (£300)

· Individuals who are not permanent residents of the Staffordshire Moorlands.

· Non-arts related projects 

· Projects where the subject of the work, or project itself, is of an offensive, inappropriate or discriminatory nature.

· Applicants who have received other funds from Staffordshire Moorlands District Council during the same financial year ( see list below )

List of other SMDC funds that may affect artists or arts / community groups:

· Town Centre Grants – including Community Chest ( Biddulph)

· Small Business Grants - from SMDC Regeneration team.

· District Arts Forum Grants  - from local arts forums (Biddulph / Cheadle  / Leek)

· Community Grants  - from C.V.S administered on behalf of SMDC 

· Arts Festival Core Funding  - (applicable to Biddulph Community Festival / Cheadle Arts Festival  / Leek Arts Festival)

If you need further advice, about any aspect of this application, please contact the Arts Development team by email or telephone arts.development@staffsmoorlands.gov.uk  or telephone 01538 483732, so we can discuss the issues and to check if your proposal is suitable.


[image: image2.png]STAFFORDSHIRE

““moorlands

” DISTRICT COUNCIL

ACHIEVING-EXCELLENCE





STRAND 1. 

Sharing Arts Skills fund.

Are you using your skills in partnership with local communities? 

Here are some examples of projects that can be funded: 

· Working with a village hall committee to develop a commission.

· Providing taster workshops to your community.

· Organising a display of your art work or staging a performance in a non-arts venue. 

· Working with a local school to share your skills 

· Publishing a book of poems or short stories based on stories collected from working  

         with local people.

All applications to the “Sharing Arts Skills” strand will be judged according to the following assessment criteria. For extra guidance these are listed in the order in which you need to demonstrate your strengths within the application.  Please read them carefully and answer each section in the application form as thoroughly as you can. Every section needs to be completed and you can use extra sheets of paper if necessary; don’t limit yourself to the space provided on the form.

C) Benefit to the Community and/or Local Economy - You must be able to prove how your plans will best develop the district community arts scene.( Are you widening access to the arts for people how may not usually engage with an exhibition or workshop, or are you perhaps bringing new and exciting art experience to an already receptive arts audience?) 

A) High Artistic Standards – You must be able to demonstrate how your project will be developing the participatory or audience experience of others, by demonstrating your artistic skills, exhibiting your artwork or performing within local communities.   Along with your statement, this area will be assessed by  two references - which will be obtained during the assessment process,  portfolio evidence - to be supplied by the applicant,  C.V.experience  - to be supplied by the applicant,  qualifications - where applicable, to be supplied by the applicant.
B) Promotion of the Arts Locally - You must show how you are reaching people within the local community, or how you are promoting a positive message about the people and places of the Moorlands to an area outside the district. 

D) Imagination and Innovation – You must be able to show how you will explore various artistic approaches to develop your project (e.g. use of more than one art form, experimenting with new styles of work , new or unusual materials , interesting sources of inspiration ,the use of unusual non-arts venues to reach a new audience, choose exciting ways of promoting the project.)

E) Demonstration of Efforts Made to Attract Additional Financial Support from other Sources – Your total project cost must include a minimum of 25% funding from other sources. If you can gain funding from a “sponsor” or “funding organisation” rather than your own personal funds this will benefit you application.

STRAND 2. 

Creative Personal Development Fund.

Do you need help to develop your own arts practice? 

Here are some examples of suitable actions we may fund : 
· Attend a training course to develop your skills 

· Cover exhibition costs at a professional art fair

· Purchase materials or an item of equipment 

· Develop a website, business cards or brochure to promote your work

· Set up a mentoring agreement with another artist. 

· Develop your portfolio or set up a working studio space

· Access the professional resources of a recording studio as an individual.

· Raise the profile of your arts business locally / regionally / nationally / internationally.

· Travel costs to a networking  - developing your practice, contacts and knowledge.

All applications to the “Creative Personal Development Fund” strand will be judged according to the following assessment criteria. For extra guidance these are listed in the order in which you need to demonstrate your strengths within the application.  Please read them carefully and answer each section in the application form as thoroughly as you can. Every section needs to be completed and you can use extra sheets of paper if necessary; don’t limit yourself to the space provided on the form.

A) High Artistic Standards – Applicants must be able to demonstrate levels of achievement to date and explain how this application will greatly improve their arts practice / skills further. Along with your statement, this area will be assessed by two references – which will be obtained during the assessment process, portfolio evidence - to be supplied by the applicant, C.V./experience  - to be supplied by the applicant, qualifications, where applicable,  to be supplied by the applicant.
D) Imagination and Innovation - You need to show how this project will move your career on to a new and exciting phase. Discuss how this is will make your practice different from how you worked before or from that of other similar/ local artists.

C) Benefit to the Community and/or local economy  - Demonstrate how you your personal development, achievable through this funding, will create a positive impact on local people and /or the local economy.
B) Promotion of the arts locally. – Demonstrate how you promote your arts practice to local people and, if applicable, how you promote the Moorlands positively when you exhibit, demonstrate, sell or perform outside the district.

E) Demonstration of Efforts Made to Attract Additional Financial Support from other Sources. – Your total project cost must include a minimum of 25% funding from other sources. If you can gain funding from a “sponsor” or “funding organisation” rather than your own personal funds this will benefit you application.

1 Applicants must be permanent residents in the Staffordshire Moorlands.  Students living temporarily outside the District by reason of their studies will also be eligible.  Non-Moorlands residents studying at institutions in the District are not eligible.

2 Your activity must have an arts basis and can feature one or more art forms.  Art forms recognised by the grant are: crafts, dance, performance art, design, digital art, drama/theatre, film/video, illustration, literature, music, photography, poetry, film making, scriptwriting, visual arts in two and three dimensions.  

3 Matching funding of 25% is required for all applications.  In other words, the grant amount applied to SMDC must be no greater than 75% of the total project costs (example: An artist with a  total project costing £400 to complete, can apply for £300 to SMDC, with proof of match funding of £100 from other sources.)

4 Any changes to the project or activity should be agreed with the Arts Development officer.

5 Staffordshire Moorlands District Council’s logo must be included on all publicity material relating to the project or activity.

6 Staffordshire Moorlands District Council encourage Good Practice and therefore all successful applicants need to abide by the following three guidelines and monies will not be released until proof has been received for (b) + (c)

a) Successful applicants must agree to abide by the District Councils Equal Opportunities policy, a copy of which is available from SMDC.

b) All artists requiring funding for projects involving direct contact with children, young people or vulnerable adults must have a valid CRB clearance, dated within the last 6 months. 

c) All artists requiring funding to work directly with the public ( of any age) need give proof of their current Public Liability Insurance

7 If you are successful in your application, an Evaluation Form will be sent to you.  This must be completed after the project has taken place and sent to the Arts Development Officer.  Failure to return an Evaluation Form will disqualify any future applications.  Documentation of any relevant brochures, media releases, publicity, photographic evidence etc need to be attached to the Evaluation Form. Receipts of project expenditure must be attached to the completed Evaluation Form, so please remember to save all your receipts for this project.


Complete the form “Arts Grants for Individuals Scheme Application Form”, referring to these guidelines as you fill in the form and send along with any additional information.


Grants will be assessed on a quarterly basis.  Deadlines for each quarter are as follows:

· Last Friday in May

· Last Friday in September

· Last Friday in December

· Last Friday in February


Your application will be assessed by a small assessment panel, including appropriate art form expertise where necessary, using the application criteria and examples of your work.  Please note that we cannot guarantee the funding of all applications. 





 

Have you done the following …?
· Allowed yourself enough time to send the application to us before the deadline.

· Spoken to the Arts Development team prior to completing the form.

· Signed and dated your application.

Have included with your application the following information?

· CV or list of experience – including qualifications if applicable.

· CRB and Insurance information -  if applicable

· Full contact details for two referees

· Official information, price quotes for any purchases – i.e equipment, training courses, transport costs, admission fees, etc

· Portfolio examples of your work ( printed photographs, still or moving images plus audio tracks on CD or DVD ) If none included please contact us to arrange an opportunity to see your work before the assessment  – we can visit a local exhibition, performance, or arrange a portfolio viewing

Please return the completed form to: 

Arts Development Officer, Staffordshire Moorlands District Council, Moorlands House, Stockwell Street, Leek, Staffordshire Moorlands. ST13 6HQ 
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ARTS GRANTS FOR INDIVIDUALS.





GUIDANCE NOTES.





Please read these notes carefully 


before completing an application.





How to Apply:














Firstly, you need to decide which strand of the 


Arts Grants for Individuals funding scheme 


fits your needs?


Are you using your skills in partnership with local communities? 


YES –  please refer to Strand 1.


NO – please consider Strand 2.





Do you need help to develop your own arts practice?


YES –  please refer to Strand 2.


NO – please contact the SMDC Arts Development Officer to discuss your options (Telephone:01538 483732 or Email : arts.development@staffsmoorlands.gov.uk)














Conditions for all applications: 


(Strand 1 & Strand 2 )





Deadlines:








Checklist:





Assessment Process:
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