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11th and 12th November 2005

Moorlands House, Nicholson Institute,

Out of the Blue Contemporary Crafts Gallery

Stockwell Street, Leek, Staffordshire Moorlands.

“Make it Contemporary” is the umbrella title for an innovative programme of arts and craft fairs, workshops, courses and creative weekend breaks.

The first major event is the contemporary arts and crafts fair, which will be hosted by Staffordshire Moorlands District Council in November 2005. The project encapsulates the creative energy and enthusiasm of Staffordshire, Stoke on Trent and the Peak District and will promote and support makers of new and exciting arts and crafts.

The fair will showcase over 30 accomplished artists and makers from local towns and regional cities. Enquiries to take part in Make it Contemporary flooded in from all over the country, also France and Italy.

The organisers of the “Make it Contemporary” programme chose the very best from over 70 submitting artists and are thrilled that national and international exhibitors will be showing and selling their work in the market town of Leek.

Leek, has historic links with the arts and crafts movement of the late 19th century, where local textile manufacturers and artists worked alongside the great 'movers and shakers' of the later 19th century. Today this town has a vibrant reputation for arts and antiques markets, exquisite restaurants, beautiful buildings, interesting walks and much more … this craft fair event is just one part of the current rural revival in the area. 

The variety of work on display at the fair will hold a fascination for everyone interested in arts and crafts. There will be demonstrations taking place at the Out of the Blue Gallery, whilst the Nicholson Institute and Moorlands House will hold the main display stalls. Visitors will have the opportunity to meet the artists at all three sites, relax in a warm inviting atmosphere and sample local food. All three venues are situated in one street, (A53) with disabled access to all sites and ample parking in the town centre.

Local authorities and arts organisations throughout Staffordshire, Stoke on Trent and the Peak District have been involved in the consultation and planning of this exciting project, which will raise awareness of contemporary arts and crafts in the area and enable the development of an annual, flagship craft event. 

Accompanying the fair through out 2005-2006 will be  “Contemporary Makes and Breaks” . Staffordshire, Stoke on Trent and the Peak District will be hosting participatory activities and other events.. Look out for opportunities to get involved at the Shire Hall Gallery, Trentham Awakes, the Biddulph Grange Gardens, Rudyard Lake, Ceramica, Burslem School of Art, Cannock Museum, rural workshops at Forestry Commission sites plus Derbyshire and East Staffordshire Villages.

For more information about the fair or the Contemporary Makes and Breaks workshops contact Make it Contemporary on leisure.services@staffsmoorlands.gov.uk or call 01538 483522 / 483741.

Work shown on advert/flyer: (clockwise)
 

Emma Louise Burlinson - "Bamboo vessels" - ceramics
Jennifer Collier - "fruit dress" - mixed media / textile artist
Michael Goodrum - "Vortex" - glass artist
Beulah Marie Richardson -"Freedom Collection" Silver & 18ct gold jewellery
